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this volume ;   and   such a religion, he says, is
independent of dogmas.

Now of all forms of misleading and empty
cant, the popular modern cant against dogma,
as such, is perhaps the most misleading and
emptiest. To say this, however, is one thing,
and to prove it another ; and the proof, in some
cases, may be long, though never difficult. The
present author, however, saves us all trouble in
the matter, and supplies us out of his own
mouth with the materials for his own confu-
tation. In the very act of declaring that
religion does not rest upon dogmas, he is
giving us nothing but a practical proof that
it does. He makes a clean sweep of the ac-
cepted dogmas of supernaturalism, but he only
destroys these to put another dogma in the
place of them. His own Natural Religion is
itself founded on a dogma, as much as was ever
any system of Christianity; and little as he
seems to perceive what he is doing, he not only
admits the fact, but is perpetually insisting on
it. For what is a dogma? It may be defined
in three ways. In the first place, it is a pro-
position as distinguished from an emotion ; in
the second place, it is a religious proposition as